
Class Report
By Claudia Pepin, Showcase Displays

Millie's Display Class - January 31, 2015

This report is intended to be a summary of the class, for people who attended.

Segment 1 - 2015 Village Introductions by Lisa Johnson

Lisa starts the year of with a bang!
She shows us a new Dept. 56 art piece that lights up! And there are several more designs.
Also she shows glass domes to display various pieces. Looks great! 

Next she introduces new buildings, such as the Dairy 
Queen Ice cream shop and Coca-Cola Big Chill.

She tells us of a new collection of town trees across 
the various villages. Downton Abbey was a hit and now 
coming out with 2 new buildings and more 
accessories. Lots of dogs in the accessories across 
the villages.



Right about at this moment, a major crash sound is heard through the store. The staff was trying 
to make more room for attendees but something bad happened. I got up to see the damage, 
and it wasn't as bad as it sounded.

Back to Lisa...also adding "much needed" taxi business in Christmas in the City and a cute Ugly 
Sweater shop North Pole building. Also new is a Selfie #HappyGnome accessory and pub 
building! In March, releasing Disney Frozen Elsa's Ice Palace and Anna and Elsa themselves, 
along with Olaf!

Several more pieces in Halloween Village such as Scarecrow House,Black Cat Shack, and a 
Harley Davidson Ghost Rider. And much more Halloween accessories!

These are just a few. Visit the Dept 56 website or the catalog for a full list.

Segment 2 - Vignette Displays by Stephen

Stephen starting by welcome all new first-time attendees.
He then talked about a dream he had about showing up to teach a class without anything to 
show. Funny but a bit creepy too!

Stephen announced that he is aiming to have an open house at his studio late February. Email 
to those interested in hands-on classes or custom work sessions will come out soon about the 
schedule and how to book.

Stephen first class of 2015 is about vignettes! He talks about how you can use life sized props 
in displays and that you don't need to buy tools or carve foam to make a beautiful scene. He 
does a couple examples of displays, like the following using a Dept 56 mountain piece, trees 
and snow. Very simple but still nice.



Next, here's an example of a small, easy display made of insulation foam. It is carved, painted 
and landscaped And can be done with just a tool or two:

Here's a picture of a city display that Stephen 
is working on, as an expansion to an existing 
display. It is only 8" wide. 

Here is another example of a small display. This one could be 
used for the new German restaurant from Snow Village, which 
doesn't have snow. Vignettes are fun because they allow you 
to stray away from your main village and its look.



Now here's a close-up of a Dickens display 
in progress, partially carved and not yet 
painted. It is a bit more complex to make 
as you have to have a clear plan to do the 
elevations and hiding the wires. Since it is 
scenic all-around, it has a removable piece 
on top to access cords and power strips:

For the last display example, this a scene made for the Halloween Grimsley pieces. Stephen 
explained that carving a curving road uphill for the Dept 56 road pieces to sit on takes a bit of 
practice. The carving of the side wall was the result of carving the road and looks nice; 
sometimes you do something nice by accident!

The tools Stephen recommended as a starter set are the hot knife and the sculpting tool from 
the Hot Wire Foam Factory, which you can buy at Millie's. He also recommended Liquitex spray 
paints available at Arizona Art Supply. He also said that E6000 glue is good to fix broken Dept 
56 pieces, and you can find it at Hobby Lobby.



Finally we drew out names for prizes. I missed the names of all the winners, but Vanessa won 
the city tree and Andrew, our youngest fan, won the Dairy Queen!

We hope you enjoyed the class and this report, and that we will see you next class, which will 
be in March when the new pieces are supposed to be here! Visit the Millie's calendar of events 
as the future classes dates will be posted there. Here is the link:
http://www.millieshallmark.com/current-events/

Thank you!
Claudia

http://www.millieshallmark.com/current-events/

