
Class Report
By Claudia Pepin, Showcase Displays

Millie's Display Class - July 18, 2015

We have a pretty good turn out for a summer class with almost all seats taken! 

Joni kicked things off by announcing the Dept 56 retirement sale on August 29. A large 
inventory of items was bought from another store so it will be huge! Also, the display 
contest rules are on the Millie's website in the Events section, in the Nov 7 date. Which 
is the day that the displays must be brought in. We had 12 participants last year and we 
hope to have as many or more this year. 

Stephen starts things off with showing a tool from a class participant, which is basically 
an industrial grade foam cutter with straight blades and blades that you can shape to 
suit your need. The company is called Demand, and they are meant for people who 
plan to make a fair amount of display work. 

Next, Stephen talked about what's new. In the Halloween room, we now have a spooky 
cave with videos playing on a concealed iPod playing in an auto loop mode.  

In the Snow Village, the train tunnel is now lit with a flexible LED strip that can be 
adjusted to a specific color or cycle through various ones. Make sure to check out these 
two new features. 



Stephen then talked about a new interesting way to make water features. Using a 
crinkled shaper sheet, Stephen poured Woodland Scenics Realistic Water onto it and let 
it dry. It self-leveled and he peeled it off to reveal a cool effect that looks like waves and 
could be used to make a nice river or even a waterfall. Next time he will try it with 
coloring mixed in to the Realistic Water. Here a photo of the sheet with the Realistic 
Water poured onto it. 

Getting Started with your Display 
  
The main topic of today's class is about getting started with your display. If you are 
planning to do a Halloween display, participating in the display contest. Or even a 
Christmas display, it is not too early to start. 

It is always nice to see some displays in person, so Stephen brought a few examples. 
Here's a city scene he made a while ago then made again for someone else: 



This display is 4' by 2' and can accommodate 10 buildings, which is a good rule of 
thumb for this size of display and for village series of that scale (CIC, Dickens, New 
England, North Pole, Alpine. Bigger scale series like Snow Village, Peanuts, Halloween 
would reduce that estimate to 6 to 8 buildings. 

Stephen showed a couple more examples of displays entirely made out of foam. Then 
he also showed one that uses the Woodland Scenics Shaper Sheet quite a bit. Here's a 
photo: 
 



The display building steps that Stephen uses are: 
1) Determine if the display will be against a wall or in the middle of a table. If it is 

against the wall typically your highest point will be towards the back of the display. If 
it is at the center of the table then your highest point should be near the center of the 
display. 

2) Figure out if your electrical cords will be sent to the back of the display or drop 
straight down through an open frame type of set up. 

3) Determine how large your display will be based on either a specific location you are 
using, or a number of buildings you're trying to display. 

4) Draw your elevations on a piece of foam then start building the elevations. 
5) Once the elevations are cut and stacked, you can then play with carving walls, 

staircases, etc. 

Of course this is a high-level view of getting started but once you get going, things 
usually start to make sense. Stephen create a very rough and quick example of a small 
display to show stacking of the evaluations, some carving work and a bit of painting. 

The other products not mentioned above that Stephen used during the class were 
Woodland Scenics Flex Paste and snow to make snow mounds, and Liquitex spray 
paints. The carving tools where the various Hot Wire Foam Factory tools as well as the 
a Tippi Foam Cutter. These tools and the Woodland Scenics products are available to 
purchase at Millie's Hallmark. 

We hope you enjoyed the class and this report, and that we will see you next class, which will 
be August 22. Visit the Millie's calendar of events as more information and future classes dates 
are posted there. Here is the link: http://www.millieshallmark.com/current-events/

Thank you!
Claudia and Stephen

http://www.millieshallmark.com/current-events/

